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Wlt'böüt ii: anywise detracting; from

Ihe abilities or performances of the
;,:l;rr members of the present Cien-

sra| Assembly, It mtiai be said that
j t«. most Impressive figure has been

th Speaker of the House. Since Mr.
Byrd became the presiding officer of
thn' body, which was simultaneous
wit:-, his entrance upon legislative
11 r .. ho hns been ever Interesting, as-
trr.'ssivc and cffoetlvn: but during the
h< : ':.>:.. Just closinc he hns displayed
li t. courage, resourcefulness and
qualities «.f constructive statesman-I
shlii that have surprised even these
be>; aetiualntcd with his conspicuous |

It is not necessary for us to approve
every position taken In debate, nur

every vote rast by him. In order to
cotnniend In crr.rrnl the conserva¬

tively progressive teal with which he
has striven for the betterment 6f con¬

ditions, dnnnclal and political, In the
Slate. Neither lj It any reflection
upon th« merit of his services that
some of his most patriotic purposes-
were thwarted, or that others suc¬

ceeded only to a contracted degree,
ll were too much t« demand of tally
legislator that he succeed In all, or
ev n irio.it, of the commendable things
he undertakes. Another has said III
regard to such matters: "I am not
bound to succeed; !m: I ani bound to
he Irtio." As we view the record,
Speaker Byrd lilts bei n true to his
hiirli trust, und has enhanced an al¬
ready enviable reputation.

In particular, his light for final tax-
tttIon.only partially successful in the
House and totally unsuccessful In the !
Senate.hns blazed the way for some

definite and rem. dial action at the!
nest session of the Legislature. Ills
primary bill, even though devitalised
in the Senate, mark» a step in the |
direction of primary reform Ills work]
for the purgation of registration !!<ts,
If it had hot conio to nought fn the
upper house, would have motorlnlly

fNImlnlühed election frauds. His child
labor bill, if It had not likewise per¬
ished, would havj further extended
the benevolent protection of this ten¬
der jjortii.f oar laboring class.
We trust he may lie returned to the

distinguished place he has rendered
more distinguished, and, with energy
unabated By discouragement, obh-
llnue his arduous labors for the "pro¬
motion ol the besi interests of Vir-

mi i \ i. i (it.i: i ii nit iw i am it .

I'luto, the ilrst chronicler thereof,
who derived ills information from the

priests of Kgypt, tells UM that In r.u
Atlantic over niralrist the Pillars ofj
Hercules, lay an Island larger than
.Vein und Africa, combined, and in ltsw
v|eliill.; were jtthgj* JsirrVids from which]
her., was u passage to a great con-j

Client beyond. This was the Lost, by
home termed the .fabled," Atlantis.
Hut was it fabled'.'
Thnt has been a question among

naturalists, historians, paleontologists,
geologists, dreamers, vulcahologlats,
et id omne genus, over since the days
of the ancient Greek philosopher and
moralist, and by those who have ac¬

cented his .statement as based on fact
'various theories have been evolved.
One of the most plausible of these Is
that the existence of the Lost Atlantis]
is proved by the architectural simi¬
larity of Egyptian nnn Central and
South American ruins, which Is dis¬
closed in ornamentation, religious sym¬
bols and the ilk*.

Tills theory, which has many ad¬
herents, including eminent, axchaeo-

logistsj tul.. xi in connection with a
claim of discovery recently made by a

Fjrench savant, Louis Germain, before
viie rrencb Academy of Sciences, and
his deductions from the discovery, and
coupled with a sentence In fcir Ernest
S'naokletori's article on the still tin-
i'iv. o problems that will lure the nd-J
venttn er. front which we quoted the.
einer day, l.rings us back to the
. Future of Exploration." M. Ger¬
main's claim Is that ha found In
Morocco in the Quaternary strata
fobsil remains .r mollusks Identical
.with sucii as are extant In the Cape
Verde archipelago. Ills deduction Is
that the. Cape V.irde group constitutes
the fragment of u conti..out that once
extended to the- African count and was
submerged In the Pliocene Age. The
fcentence of sir Ernest Shackleton la:
¦Finally, the exploration of the sub¬
marine world Is only Just begun."
The suggestion heie is obvlotls, and

¦who shall aay that It lb altogether
fantastic? It Is n-j more fantastic that.
|: generation ugor.e would have been
<:or.llde.rod the pretent d. v lopment of
aviation and submarine voyaging, both
rf which, judging the fulur. by ihe
past, are still in their Infancy and are.

merely on the brink of their possibil¬
ities. Modern .travelers hav« estab¬
lished that the much discredited Mario
iVolo was not a Munchnusej.
l.raggart and weaver of fairy Inlos:
Stanley and his successor*) in pene-
kulilig (larkest Africa proved that.Ihe

P.vpjmy Morles of Strnbo and Ari.-tntle
nnd othar investigators of their time
or thoroaboiits did not rondcr tlioni
eligible to membership In nn Ananias
Club; nnd the reputations of various
other aforetime narrators hn-e been
rescued from the slough of derisive
doubt by tho spirit of adventure and
exploration and through the facilities
latter dny oolenco and Invention have
placed nt the command of men to sat¬
isfy his Insatiate thirst for knowledge
nnd ambition to unlock the lust of the
world's secrets.

If the Lost Atlnntin Is not fabled.
and. ns wo have pointed out, there Is
more thnn legend to sustain the con¬
tention that It If not.-who shall any
but that, with coming advances In ap¬
pliances for submarine navigation, It
Is not destined that daring submarine
explorers shall vindicate the Egyptian
priests nnd Plato and their disciples
In the hitters' belief In rcguril to the
Island or continent? Who can fore¬
cast w'.t'.t safety that It will not be
Shown that the "preposterous" demon¬
strations nnd '.ridiculous" conclusions
of Ignatius Donnelly nnd the wild
Imaginings of Jules Verne wore not1
prophetic of realization? These re-;
pultj would he no less astounding or'
annihilating to the dogma of Impos¬
sibility Hutu Marconi's vindication and
fulfilment of Pink's girdle proplieoy.
So it Is that on reflection wo see

that, as we have indicated. Sir Ernest's
sontonce may be far from being al¬
together fantastic. It may prcsago
the giving up by the deep of most'
valuable nnd Interesting secrets. In-
eluding positive or negative evidence
that will settle the controversy over
the Lost Atlantis. Of one thing we jmay lie certain: so long ns man Is.
what lift Is, If thoro is any chanco or

hope of settling it through submarine
exploration, fomt Intrepid spirit will
make the attempt. Granting, however,
for the sake of argument, that the
Idea 18 "somewhat" as opposed to "al¬
together'' fantastic, It Is nono tho less
fascinating as opening up a field of j
speculation as 10 what, within the
range of conceded reasonable pos-
slblllties, submarine exploration may
reveal.

WHAT WATSON WOTS,
William Watson, thi English poet jand author of that vigorous bit of

venom, "The Woman With the Serpent's
Tongue," has let fall a few pearls about
the poet's place in England nnd Amur-
led. Wo must say he has more spleen
than splendor in ids remarks. Ho says j
thu poet's place In England is nelthoi
widely recognized nor very comfortable,
and he lays much of the blame at the
door of the English monarchy, "King
Edward vii. was a man of line human]
qualities, but he was not furiously'
nddlot.'d to literature." No one can

accuse Poet Walsoh of not being furi¬
ously addicted to It. lie Is especially
furious because only a single man of
letters way invited to represent Kng-1
lish literature nt Edward's coronation. I
That man was not Mr. Watson, but "a
novelist not usually reckoned of tho ,

first rank." Tut, tut, Willie! Hast not
heard of the gohtletnan who was full
of sound and fury, signifying nothing?
Tlie poet who minted that line from a

divine Imagination didn't have to wait
on royalty; he was content with the'
applause of what to-day would be a

moving picture audlencs. And besides
an ambassador to the court must boai jcredentials of unmistakable verity.
Mayhap the muses neglected to sign
W. W.'s.

Poet Watson also has ti fling nt the jone man In England whose Income from
ills verse would not huvs seemed con- jtemptlblo to Byron or Sco»i. He
allowed praiseworthy rotlcenco in not
naming this bard, but moraly descr'bod
him with-thu light touch of a bursting
vocabulary us "the voltomi tit and volu-
bio gldrlflsr of British Imperialism and
uggroBSton." This deep disguise con¬
ceals one lt. Kipling, who might par-!
ody ills own lines by saying: "A Wal-
son of the species Is more deadly than
a male." Finally he harks back to the
old charge that the trouble Is all with
the crUics who haw given themselves,
over to the "caprices of u tcmpcramon-
ta.l criticism." They have discovered
that "brilliant but unsound criticism Is
more readable thnn unbrllllunt but
sound criticism." .lu.Icing from this
outburst of empurpled envy, v:e Imag¬
ine Mr. Watson ought to bo ncqualntjd
wltlt the caprices of u temperamental
criticism himself, but It must be <iuh1-
Blod as bo'.h unbrilllant nnd unsound.

lie forgets that a true poet seeks
neither the applause of a multltud; nor
the jewclud decoration of royal fancy.
His call comes from within, and his
only critic Is the omul cor.Fclencc of
art X<> money could pay for the real,
divine- tire at which the chilly hearts of
men can warm themselves, and no re¬
ward Is possible save the glory of
dwelling with beauty and truth ana In
somo way carrying thorn abroad Into
life.

SEATTI.K SETS THE PACE.
Seattle's recent municipal election

certainly set a record for trying out
up-to-date governmental theories. Tho
people went In for every now style In
.lentooratlc machinery, tangled them

j up with each other, sorted them but
with the assistance of lh« women nt
the polls, and the country nt large can
learn lessons from the results tor the
next year. Ono lesson was that tho re.
call Is generally going to be tenieri
twice. Last year Seattle recalled "III"
Olli, the Mayor, because he was per¬
mitting the town to be run wide r.ppn.
He was a candidate for re-election and
In the primary, on February 0", re¬
ceived a plurality of more than 10.000
over «Jotlerlll. Yet, on March f. Cot-
terlll was elected by n margin ;of less
than 1,000, This would seem to Indi¬
cate that a recalled ofilclal Is going to
seek vital bat Ion at the next oppor-

ttuhity in a general election. The «un
bebiud thu door will haVti t > be double-

1-r rrrl<;<! tf It I* going to <lo final exe¬
cution. What effect the election or tin
official who has been recalled would
luive on municipal conditions It Is not
easy to say. In Seattle, It would have
been viewed as a desire for more free¬
dom In gambling and vice than evet le-
fore. Hut tho chance of testing the
validity of public sontlmcnt a second
lime should prove n check upon the
hasty and Ill-considered notion of it
temporary popular prejudice.
Another deduction from the results

Is that uridor proper guidance the peo¬
ple* cun choose a man they regard as
right, while repudiating a particular
doctrine ho may hold ue wrong. Col-
torill, u slngle-tnxer, was elected,
though the slnglc-tax amendment for
which he stood wns overwhelmingly
defeated. Tho voters wanted a man
to carry out their will rather than his
own pet theories. Tho woinen. who

I contributed largely to reversing the
verdict of tin primary, seem to have
'stood solid on the moral issue o£ a
cleaner town. Seattle will now haveInn opportunity of testing the validity
of the academic objection to i'emalo
suffrage that It may creut an artificial
majority In whlfti the police power or
force docs not reside, if the majority
of men prefer an open town, will the
moral suuslon of the women exercised
hi the polls bo able to enforce tho law?
The value of the referendum as a

means of direct government was uls-o
tested. No leas than forty-five proposi¬
tions were submitted to tin., people's
de llslon In the Seattle election. U Is
too early to say whether their deci¬
sions were logical or wlno. Otic of
the propositions was for the establish¬
ment of a municipal paper. The neces¬
sity for this Is obvious if the people are
going to attempt to Inform themselves:
upon any great number of complex Is¬
sues.

, I
AVhatev*r the outcome of this attempt

to make advanced legislative methods
work, Seattle1 can find consolation In
knowing that she is doing laboratory
work for the rest of the country. Her
mistakes will teach us much as her suc¬
cesses. Her efforts will be subjected to
the keen scrutiny of public thinkers for
months to come. |

GINGKit, GitIT AM» (IVMl'TKl.V.
There si 111 resides virtue In the!

good, short Anglo-Saxon word flint Is.
short because it means one thing, anr
means It hard, without quibble or
equivocation. The famous short and
ugly word bus the value of being In-!
capable of misinterpretation. If any-:
body call« you that, you light, without
waiting for a court of la:st resort to,
apply the rule of reason. If somebody
insinuates that your veracity may'
border on prevarication. you may
write a bale of letters, make : speech.:
apply for an injunction or light .]
cigarette. Sense is frequently ob-,
fuBcuted under the recondite dlvaga-jtions'of ;, tortuous verbiage. Is it not?

Tills preamble lends up to the point
that the words gi lt, ginger and gump- ]tion may not be Anglo-Saxon, und they
may not be especially dlgulfiud, but]they have n definite, clear-cut meaning
to every American citizen of twenty-j
one and would make a pretty Vioodl
political platform. If tho.=r three eic-1
'nients were injected into i"ic people,'
progressive reform would not be long!
coining. They have what the pugilist1
calls a "punch," and they do not becloud
things as do the s>ft, hypnotic syllables;
of Initiative, referendum mid pre- I
ferentlal presidential primary. Pemo-I
cratlc government does not need morejmachinery; It needs more power; It]doesn't need a gun behind the door
half so much as It needs a good pair
of legs to curry a man to the polls, and;
r.n honest opinion to make him vote.
The true initiative Is ginger enough
10 demand kouiI laws; the true, recall
grit chough to repudiate n man who]docs not represent his constituents
honestly; tue true referendum, gump¬
tion enough t.. decide whether tlio
thing wanted bar been done, and If Ii
has not, to send somebody else to do II
Giving things l.attn names does hot

change human nature one single iota,
A lazy citizen by any other name Is
only a lazy citizen. And Ii his lack of
energy and ignorance keep him away I
from the polls, then tho strong* push-!
ing man. like any other strong kind of
creature, is going to nose In and get j
more than Ills share. Many a man has:
been scared half to death by a doctor's!
prescription in l^itln that meant noth¬
ing but a tonic of Iron and qulnlm
and beef Juice. A good many of the
present political panaceas when turn¬
ed into English mean nothing but grit,
ginger and gumption, if, in addition
to these words for vital (issues, there
could be found one for political fakers,
similar to the quack lu medicine and
ihe shyster In the law, II would bo
easier for the common man to conic
out of u waste of woary words less
befuddled und With n new idea in his
bead und a fresh courage In his heart.

Som>i one out In Los Angeles has
seen a couple of nunspolS. Nowadays, I
Hlehmond Is glad even to spot the
sun. j
Uncle Simpson Popper says tin re

ought to be a law against 11 clerk's
whlper'n' In your ear, "What «d«e. will
you have, lo-day?" It's hypnotism for
ev'l eiius. Ho Went'In to buy an n\o-
hnndlc the other day. and came out
with n bottle of freckle lotion and
the nozzle for a hose. It ain't the
cost that's worryln' him, hut cv-

plain n' when Aunt Susannah sees tho
U'll.

if the Inundrymen who arc con¬
vening In Richmond this week will
ic'hdly take sonin nteps to reduce tho I
mortality In shirt buttons from tho
front of our shirts, we will he grate¬
ful.

What Ulis Country really needs I, a

dozen or so of the renl olrt-fnshtonfO
penr-shnped gags that the Spanish in-
qu:aition had a fancy for.

On the Spur of the Moment
By Roy K. Moulton
Tho Banter IIa«.This is but a llttlo sonnetOn tlirt subject of u bonnot,Of a 'bonnet in tho very latest stylo.Wife put in tiio weird creationWith the Joyous exclamation:"Xow, l guess that this will hold 'erafor a while."

It conceals most every foatUroOf the proud and happy creature;It resembles an Inverted butter howl.Ami there is no way of knowingIf she's eomltiK or she is going,It's the-same before and aft, uponmy soul.

Six or seven folks could hoverFront the storm beneath Its cover;For an army tent It surely wouldsultlco.
It's a lurge and roomy bonnet.Hut the- worst of nil, doggone i:.is that there is nothing small aboutthe price.

Time Tnhle of n Piumrcusiiiiiii.
The lifo of a Congressman is not allduck soup and lilies of the valley.The people ttt home may think so, butthe pooplc at home are laboring tindera delusion. The following was thetime table of oik> of the Congressmenalong about the middle of l'cbruary:7 A. M..Breakfast.
7;lS to 3.Beading lepers from con-slltuonts who wanted sonu thing fornothing.
p to n:30.'Dictating diplomatic re-plies and rrjrrets.
11:30 to it.Conferences with twentydistrict politlcu; leaders, ai; of whomhave Jotirnayed to Washington to land

one job for twenty different men.
12 to 12:0:.Attends Congress.12 'to 12:07.Luncheon in the Houserestaurant with said district leaders.
J2:07 to ;t.Showing folks from homeabout the Capitol and trying to make

engagements for then to sec thePresident.
3 to r>:30.Listening claims of

1(7 candidates for ».tho postmaster-shli.E.
5:30 to 0.Trying to send all of the

contestants away satisfied.
6 to 0:15.Dlnnor nt home.
6:15 to 7:30.Arguing with man from

homo who wants to be Consul at theFIJI Inlands.
7:30 to 12.Listening to punkspeeches at n banquet.
i A. M..Lights out.

TltlpgM ilinl Are Sure in Come Hack,
''als.
Scandal.
Bad pennies.
Magazine stories.
Sarah Bernhardt.
' jnlohs.
Unused lettuce on enfe table
Bast bynne.
Instalment collactora
CJliii motor readers.
Handles bit frozen pumps.

Veen riling In I'nrle Ibner,
There ain't nothing In this worldth it looks nood to a feller witen helids a toothache.
Hank Puidy says he has trot a no¬

tion to move to Xovn Scotia or Nlg-
ifrsttRor. .lust so he can «et out from
under the Jurisdiction of the United
States Weather Bureau.

.«. beautiful n.il can get along, and
So can one that Is ti a. >itit when agiil is neither, there I* only one thing
for her to do. and thai Is to Darn teil
cook. ..'"'"
Spring hav* surely came. Old Es

Purdy has started settin' <ott In the
sun in his shirtsleeves nt the sputh¬
en a I corner of iho pustofllce. He al¬
ways sets In the sntn? place until
October 1, and nl«o in the same shirt¬
sleeves. Then he nuts on his flannel
one for winter.

Voice of the People
The Need of l-Tsli f.'nnservnllon.To the Editor of the Tlmes-D spatch:Sir,- Tin people of the James River IValley have a grievance of loml stand¬ing, a matter affecting their stomachs,their purses, nnd their opportunity toobtain nh occasional day's sport, and

uoi\ wlille oui game laws are beingso cai'cfuliy overhauled this matter'should he looked into also, and the!necessdrj relief bo given.Previous t" Hie building of thö.Inmen Itiver Canal In the lute thirties.,all of the streams of the Valley of the]James were full of iish; even tho small Ibranchos afforded u gonerous supplyof the kinds thai wore to be foundrcgiilnrly above tidewater all the sea-Json; while in the spring not only theJames, but also its larger tributaries,were, during the season, full of shad,and there were regular seining groundsall alone; the James above Richmond,and ulso on many of its branches, theItlvnnnn Itiver in this county having,In its first fifteen miles above Itsunion with the .Inmes, two or threetiuch sliad-BClnlng grounds; Betweenthe years: i >-7" and 1000 1 talked with
many aged citizens on this subject,v.'lose memories were keen, nnd whomid polhl t" thi old tieliiitig groundsand tell ol tin' I..a.Is of fish that used
I., be taken. They oIbo would tell
me or the swarms of other fish In therivers and crooks i" be taken withhook and line.
When th.- old «anal was built (t had

to iinvo water, and to get that waterdnms were a vital necessity, but no one
thought of the fish, or even drenmedthat there could he any vital connec¬
tion between dnms and Rsl). But Ihe
llsh titild enslly go down with the
wator, but could not get iiack again.Now, it is not generally known, anddo nol know myself to what extenttlo- luibil prevails, but it is o fact that
nearly oil of our native fish do, to a
greater or less extent, go down thestreams In the fall and crime hackagain In the spring. Just as tjhe

abe: martin

Hall t'oiKiit an' almost enough ticketshave been sold f hnvu the' fodderjnoved out.

WHEN DAD WAS A BOY.
By John T. McCutcheon.

[Cbpxrieht: hr John T. UrOKoTmn.]

"I bet yer p,lad to be ou( a^ain. hainr you. Johnny?"
buckets ("flat-back") g«. back to Irlvevs nini ponds from thvcrccka aftertheir breeding season Is ovor.It Btcmj that they uro nut In thojho.h11 of climbing th.> streams In theperiods of Iv'jtvy floods, when they-could puss iiver the dams, owing prob¬ably to the extreme muddlness of the:
water, it therefore becomes nCcessarjto hull,] ilshways, commonly calledfish-ladders, over the dams. In ordei.tliul the :lsh mny gel over. This is!
no impractical scheme. These ladderf
are in use on many rivers, both InNorth America and In Rurope. There
was mice a noted salmon rlvor In Scot-land, In ascending which the salmon
were always stopped by u heavy fall,too his.li for them to Jump; a fish-ladder was built around this fall andthereafter the upper half of this river
was full of salmon each season. Many!Of the rivers of the New EnglandStates after being dammed were found
to gradually become almost clean oflist), while tin- shad disappeared as
completely as It has In the watersabove Hlehmond.

loiter on these dams were proylciuclwith ladders, were stocked with youngshad and other fish, and now afford
a bountiful supply, just us would the
streams 61 the .fames Itlver system If!the dams W.ejrc properly arranged.I have been ibid that Hostler's dam,above Richmond, once boasted a lisli-ladder, Ibtit that Instead of helpingthe tlsh oyer It merely s< rved as a
nice llHb trnp for the people Of Hieneighborhood. If such were the facts'It was Hie fault 01 the men who builtit.

Utcdor the old contract it devolved
lipon the owners of the franchise.1. <¦..the canal company and afterward the!railroad company.to maintain the
on all its dams. !<utcr on a dealt
was made, whereby tho railroad was
to take out all the dams not In useand to build a certain bridge, theState taking over upon herself sillthu duty of keeping ladders on the!dams remaining in place. Mut sljicc,that lime If h single effort to build
or keep a ladder has ever been madel have never heard of |l.

Previous to the building of the dams!the James swarmed Willi shad every,spring, and 1 have been told they were Ioften sobi from the seine at from25 to r,o cents n barrel. Now. shad'
must go up a river Into fresh water
to breed. Thus |t appears that a spawn¬ing ground of size sufUclCnl to breed I
untold millions Of young, besides fur¬
nishing to the people of this valley!hundreds Of thousands of pounds nfjfood fish, of which they are now de-Iprived, all hlllges <>n the carelessness!of these same people. A harsh Illingto s.'i.V, but true, for if these peopb:
were to arise and declare themselves Ithey could In three or four years' time
have tho beginning of a supply of tlsh
which WOUld Ultimately astonish them'
by Its quantity and variety.

It is the 11sh who arc permanent I
residents that we must keep in mind
also.bass, chub, silver perch, pike,bream (it rosy-headed, igniney 114hcalled white chub), suckers of n't least
three kinds, cattish and other less
valuable kind's. All are: present In!small numbers, but would lie plentifulIf they had the free run of therivers. An<l" to these t am qnlle cor-tain several more would be added if;the ladders were built, as then we]could ask the United states Fish Com¬mission to stock the rivers.

f have recently had some corrirs- jspondencc with the Fish Commission,]and from n reCent letter relative to]the scarcity of fish |n the James I
quote as follows: "* * * The trouble
may be attributed lo a number of
causes, excessive fishing, pollution of
the. waters and inadequate protective'
laws being the most important fac¬
tors.
"There l* more or less of a mlgra-'tory movement among all river llshei,

and the erection of flshways in dams
forming an obstruction to the freo,passage of fish Is strongly advocated.
Tho construction and maintenance of
such fishways, however. Is a matter,
coming wholly within the jurisdiction
'of the Btateu concerned, tho Federal
government having no authority in,such matters."

If any one woro to suggest that the
Federn.! government should tako charge
of this and force the State to attend
to this matter It would ho cried down'
as being nil Invasion of Slnte'fl rights; |
vet tho peoplo who nro most concerned
In the question pay no attention at
nil to It. While If tha subject of lad¬
ders be menlloncd to the owners of
dams they at once exhibit symptoms
of hyatorln, snylns thai the. coM would'

külii thcih.« Rtt they nre not costly.
Now; the ptipple ol the Stale of Vlr-Hinla .'i.iii,) easily malte many thoit-Hands '<( dollars yearly »m i>r theirllshlng rights, coupled with ih«; hunt¬ing and shooting privilege*. And thisWould not be taken from their f-llow-Virginians either. There are thou-sanda «if men Hi «ither .States who nr.-in the habit of paying out good in.ryin tjii- pursuit of hunting and fishingsport, and they would be glad to come

to Virginia and spend their money ifthey could get go.,.1 value received. ItIs Mated .in seemingly good authoritythat th. State of Maine has an Incomeof some millions of dollar* yearly fromthe visiting hunters and llshi rmen.Hut up there they take) care of their]assets, making them yield good money,and the same could be done in VirginiaIf the people would only" begin at lt.The creoKs of n considerable porttonof the .State would support the rnln-
bow trout. Th«j native mountain trout.In sections |n which it is Indigenous,could have better protection, und us a
result be much more plentiful, and the
people would be the gainers. In thelate tlftir k an acquaintance of mine
was In business In Sullivan county.N>'w York, a rough, mountainous,
: ig'ged county, in which at that time
the people had to scuffle to make a
living, but H was full of game, deer,
Home bear, etc The streams teemedwith llsh. mostly trout. Presently the
sports of the eitles began to eomo Iii;
a railroad was built, more sportsmcnl
and summer visitors came, and In tho,
course >.f time it was estimated that
these various paring visitors left in)iiiat county at l.-ast (2,000,000 every
year, white to-day "Sullivan county Is |
a wealthy, prosperous section, and injstill the favorite resort of hunters and
llshermou, Kvery hilly or mountainous
County in Virginia could do us well if
an effort were made. There is ho
need of Virginia being deprived of
this source of Income. Now. 1 do not
incut) that n charge should be made
for the hunting or fishing (except i
where .some club or parson chose to
b ase a right i. I rofer to the regular
expenses. This.- sportsmen would bo
scattered all over the State; they
would have to pay board, license, liv¬
ery, ami often pay for a guide, all of
which would toe liberating money thnt
is now spent elsewhere. At the .sumo
time our own people living in the
State would lie assured u bountiful
supply ot both nail and name, for it
has been the ease in every section of
country where fish and gam.- are prop¬
erly eared for Hint tiny are usually
plentiful.

Cither States exploit their hunting

and ilrhtng prOHpocta, advertise them,and reap the benefits Why not Vir¬ginia? Now, Uila would not be tocommercialise iho spoits by nu>moans, but merely to put them on a
self-supporting baala.

Now, It would appear from this letlettt : that 1 am mom particularly in¬terested In Hi" llsh of the- James HlveiValley, Inn this |s because my honi"1» in that watershed, but 1 am squall)Interested in th'- question ur affectingthe Statu na a whole, and there is noreason why the people should not take
up thlx matter and get the rights that
are theirs.
Many of our streams ore being sopolluted that tish cannot live In them.This an. and should bo stopped. There

is plenty oi precedent. This questionhas be.-n tested in many of tho North¬
ern Stater, and carried lo a successful
end. so that tho offending factories
were compelled to so treat their waste
poisons as to Wave the streams pure,for the waters and the fish that are
In them belong to nil the people, anil
not t<> the mills, who merely use tho
water as It passes Everywhere t
hear complaint of the scarcity of freshlish; that none are to be hnd except
by paying toll to the railroads and
Itsticrtnen of the const, whose fish too
often are of very ancient savor whnn
bought, If this question were brought
up for action I have no doubt that
many manufacturers would come out in
a bitter fight to protuct their so-
cnlled .'tights'' to pollute the water
as tlo-y please, but It Is for tho people
of Virginia to say what shnll be done.

It may he that 1 nm Inciting In th*
necessary Information. but I hava
never been able to ascertain that our
.State Fish and Oyster Commission has
ever done anything to foster the inland
fish of the State.
Have they ever made n single move

to compel ladders to bo built over any
dams anywhere? T understand thero
la a trout hatchery In the western part
of the State, hut I do not mean to
criticise that In any way. I would
like to see tho central portions of
the Stuto represented by a live man,
who would take un Interest In this
matter.

In conclusion. I will ask of the jr»o-
plc who read this nn expression of
opinion on this subjeot. It Is time It
wen agitated, and it seems that only
by agitation uro the inherent rights
of the people to be preserved or even
obtained. I feel suro that the editor
of The T'mes-I ilsp.ttch will accord
room in his columns for stich expres¬
sion. J. B. UKPKRIIIbU
Fork Union.
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